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No,	about	8	minutes	later,	my	bus	shows	up	at	the	stop	(not	on	the	app),	and	the	driver	is	oblivious	to	the	problem.	For	late	night	riders,	be	sure	to	arrive	at	the	metro	platform	by	11:30pm	at	the	latest,	otherwise	you	will	not	be	able	to	board.	Vignelli	is	celebrated	for	his	rational,	Helvetica-heavy	signage—less	so	for	his	maps.	Like	his	work	for	the
NYC	subway,	these	graphical	gems	rely	on	abstract	shapes	and	bold	colors	to	create	a	sense	of	direction.	Can	I	take	a	bike	on	the	DC	Metro?	Up	to	two	children	under	5	can	ride	the	metro	for	free	with	their	parent	or	guardian.	The	fares	vary	depending	on	the	time	of	day	and	the	distance.	It	will	take	about	30	minutes	to	ride	into	Washigton,	DC	from
Greenbelt.	Depending	on	the	distance	fares	start	at	$1.75	and	can	climb	up	to	$5.90	for	longer	commutes.	This	station	places	you	directly	on	the	National	Mall	within	walking	distance	to	the	most	popular	Smithsonian	stations.	(There	is	also	the	additional	problem	that	buses	show	up	at	the	stop	with	Not	In	Service	on	their	displays,	and	you	have	to	ask
the	driver	to	identify	their	bus—	super	annoying).	Another	option	to	get	from	BWI	to	Washington,	DC	is	to	use	the	Metrobus	that	will	connect	with	the	Greenbelt	metro	station.	How	much	does	it	cost	to	ride	the	DC	Metro?	Yes	from	10am-4pm	on	weekdays	and	all	day	on	weekends.	You	won’t	typically	have	to	worry	though,	as	there	are	plenty	of	cars
available.	Vignelli’s	NYC	map,	while	beautiful,	suffered	similarly	from	its	abstract	form.	In	2018	the	Metro	will	connect	directly	with	the	Dulles	airport.	Other	maps	are	designed	as	circles	whose	meaning	are,	frankly,	incredibly	hard	to	parse.	Jennifer	Whitlock,	the	sole	archivist	at	the	Vignelli	Center	for	Design	Studies	at	the	Rochester	Institute	of
Technology,	recently	uncovered	a	trove	of	speculative	maps	that	Vignelli	designed	for	Washington,	D.C.’s	transit	authority	around	1973,	and	they	are	amazing.	The	metro	schedule	varies	somewhat	depending	on	the	time	of	the	day.	Yes,	the	station	is	called	Smithsonian	on	the	orange	line.	This	app	is	fantastic,	until	suddenly	there’s	no	data.	Via:
CityLab	Skip	to	main	content	Skip	to	Accessibility	Written	by	Katie	Howard	–	Updated	June	9,	2021	DC	Metro	FAQ	How	late	does	the	DC	Metro	run?	How	often	does	the	DC	Metro	arrive	at	stations?	The	Metros	do	not	take	cash,	so	you	will	need	to	purchase	a	SmarTrip	card.	This	has	happened	multiple	times	when	tracking	the	T2	bus	from	my	home	in
Bethesda	southbound	to	Friendship	Heights,	and	northbound	from	Friendship	Heights	towards	my	home	in	Bethesda.	That	wasn’t	the	last	transit	map	Vignelli	designed,	though.	Did	my	bus	show	up	early?	For	now	use	the	Silver	line	connector	bus	to	get	between	the	Dulles	airport	and	the	Reston	Metro	station.	As	the	designer	behind	the	wayfinding
systems	for	both	the	New	York	City	Subway	and	Washington	D.C.	Metro,	you’ve	undoubtedly	referenced	his	work,	perhaps	in	a	mild	state	of	panic	when	when	the	R	train	decides	to	halt	service	and	drop	you	off	at	an	unfamiliar	stop.	Typically	riders	can	expect	the	metro	to	come	every	15-20	minutes	during	off	peak	hours	and	during	peak	hours	every	5
to	10	minutes.	Makes	an	otherwise	fantastic	app	completely	useless.	They	limit	it	to	two	bicycles	per	metro	car	on	weekdays,	and	4	bicycles	per	metro	car	on	weekends.	The	bus	ride	is	about	15	minutes	and	the	Metro	ride	to	downtown	from	Reston	will	take	about	45	minutes.	You	can	either	purchase	a	regular	card	for	$8	($2	for	the	card	and
preloaded	with	$8	for	fares)	or	get	a	day	pass	for	$14.50,	which	can	be	used	an	unlimited	number	of	times	until	the	end	of	the	operating	day.	The	metro	actually	shuts	down	at	midnight.	“WMATA	reporting	no	data”	appears	on	the	screen.	In	1972,	the	MTA	unveiled	a	new	map	designed	by	Vignelli,	only	to	replace	its	geometric	lines	with	a	different,
easier-to-read	map	in	1979.	If	you	live	in	New	York	City	or	Washington,	D.C.,	you	can	thank	Massimo	Vignelli	for	at	least	part	of	your	well-designed	urban	experiences.	Does	the	DC	Metro	have	a	station	on	the	National	Mall	near	Smithsonian	Museums?	I	want	to	do	right	by	the	environment	by	using	public	transportation,	but	WMATA	and	this	app
have	not	ironed	out	the	kinks.	And	fair	enough.	The	mockups	show	lines	of	color	that	snake	along	the	page	and	intersect	at	90	degree	angles.	Several	times	in	Friendship	Heights,	my	bus	is	tracked	by	the	app,	and	I	time	my	arrival	at	the	stop	for	10	minutes	before	the	bus	is	predicted	to	arrive.	In	both	cases,	it’s	easy	to	see	why	hoards	of	tourists
might	be	confused	by	the	maps’	graphical	form,	but	they	sure	are	nice	to	look	at.	A	few	minutes	after	my	arrival,	that	bus	disappears	from	the	app	and	the	next	bus	(which	is	to	arrive	30	or	so	minutes	later)	is	the	only	one	showing	up	on	the	app!	What	happened?	How	much	does	it	cost	kids	to	ride	the	DC	Metro?	Can	I	take	the	DC	Metro	to	the
airport?	The	Metro	connects	directly	with	the	terminal	at	DCA,	but	does	not	connect	directly	with	Dulles	and	BWI.	To	get	from	BWI	to	Washington,	DC	use	the	MARC	train	that	connects	with	the	Metro	and	downtown	DC	at	Union	Station.	To	find	out	the	specific	cost	of	a	trip,	use	the	Metro’s	trip	planner	for	an	exact	amount.	So	frustrating.	In	the
mornings,	the	metro	reopens	at	5am	on	weekdays	and	7am	on	weekends.
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