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estimated 200,000 animals were taken from the archipelago
before the 20th century. This historical exploitation was then
exacerbated when settlers came to the islands. They hunted the
tortoises and destroyed their habitat to clear land for agriculture.
They also introduced alien species - ranging from catle, pigs,
goats, rats and dogs to plants and ants - that either prey on the
eggs and young tortoises or damage or destroy their habitat.

C. Today, only 11 of the original subspecies survive and of these,
several are highly endangered. In 1989, work began on a tortoise-
breeding centre just outside the town of Puerto Villamil on
Isabela, dedicated to protecting the island's tortoise populations.
The centre’s captive-breeding programme proved to be extremely
successful, and it eventually had to deal with an overpopulation
problem.

D. The problem was also a pressing one. Captive-bred tortoises.
can’t be reintroduced into the wild until they're at least five years
old and weigh at least 4,5 kilograms, at which point their size and
weight - and their hardened shells - are sufficient to protect them
from predators. But if people wait too long after that point, the
tortoises eventually become too large to transport.

E. For years, repatriation efforts were carried out in small
numbers, with the tortoises carried on the backs of men over
weeks of long, treacherous hikes along narrow trails. But in
November 2010, the environmentalist and Galapagos National
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Complete the notes below.
Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.
Write your answers in boxes 8-13 on your answer sheet.

The decline of the Galapagos tortoise

= Originally from mainland South America

« Numbers on Galapagos islands increased, due to lack of
predators

= 17th century: small numbers taken onto ships used by

* Hunted by 11.. tiveeneeeeen ON islands

= Habitat destruct establishment of agriculture and
by various 12..........cocceuuiene not native to the islands, which
also fed on baby tortoises and tortoises' 13......................
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close to Sierra Negra. B. But in November 2010, the environmentalist and Galapagos National Park liaison officer Godfrey Merlin, a visiting private motor yacht captain and a helicopter pilot gathered around a table in a small cafe in Puerto Ayora on the island of Santa Cruz to work out more ambitious reintroduction. The centre¢AAAs captive-
breeding programme proved to be extremely successful, and it eventually had to deal with an overpopulation problem.D. The problem was also a pressing one. one.
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