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Theo Lord's Prayer

Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. =
Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done g
in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom,

Ao >
wiva mndsthe glory, for ever.
v (o ] )

Matthew 6:9-13 KJV

| just want to hear
Him say "Well Done".
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John Glover Jackson (1907-1993) was an American Pan-Africanist historian, lecturer, teacher and writer. He wrote many books, including Introduction To African Civilizations , The Golden Ages of Africa , Ethiopia and the Origin of Civilization , Was Jesus Christ A Negro? , etc. His earlier booklet, Pagan Origins of the Christ Myth , was published in
1941. [NOTE: I am reviewing the 1985 edition published by American Atheist (AA) Press, with a Foreword by Frank R. Zindler.]Editor Frank R. Zindler [and formerly AA acting President] wrote in the Foreword, 4€ceJohn G. Jacksona€™ s a€ Christianity Before Christa€™ has always been one of the best-selling titles offered by American Atheist
Pressa€! Unfortunately, the death of the author in the mid-1990sa€! froze the book in its present form, with no possibility of issuing an improved edition more accurately reflecting the evolved scholarly opinion of the twenty-first centurya€| Fortunately, almost all the points now being called into question concern the precise antiquity of Egyptian and
other African cultural developmentsa€} According to the Afrocentric theory incorporated into parts of this book, virtually everything began in Africa, and no matter what the point in question, black Africans did it firsta€} Luckily, even if we reject those questionable details of [the book], the general thesis of the book remain unshaken, viz., that
NOTHING is new in Christianity.a€Jackson begins his Introduction with the statement, &€eThe title of this essay may appear to some to be paradoxical. They might ask: How could there be Christianity before Christ? The great African Church Father, St. Augustine, studied this question and answered as follows: a€ "That which is known as the
Christian religion existed among the ancients, and never did not exist; from the beginning of the human race until the time when Christ came in the flesh, at which time the TRUE religion, which ALREADY existed began to be called Christianity.a€™ &€ [Retractions, Bk. I, Ch. xiii] (Pg. 1)He suggests, a€oeThe Babylonian and Biblical deluge myths are so
similar that they must have been derived from some more ancient common source. In both instances a god warns a virtuous man of the coming of a flood. The man is instructed to build an ark, and take into it people, animals, etca€} the ark in both stories landed on a mountain. After leaving the ark, the survivors offered up a sacrifice to the gods.a€
(Pg. 32)He explains, &€eWe now know that many Saviors antedated the Christian era. A book was published in 1875 by Kersey Graves [a€ " The Worlda€™ s Sixteen Crucified Saviors: of Christianity Before Christa€™ ]a€| Early in the present century a scholarly Christian clergyman, the Reverend Charles H. Vail, wrote a book with the title 4€"The
Worlda€™s Saviors.a€™ In that work he gave the names of about twenty-five Pre-Christian, virgin-born, Savior-Gods, along with the stories of their lives. There is now an extensive literature on the various Savior-Gods. Most of these books have been written by scholars for scholars. The rest of [this] essay will be an attempt to popularize this material
so as to make it comprehensible to the intelligent general reader, who does not have an extensive knowledge of comparative religion.a€ (Pg. 38)He states, a€celn the British Museum there is an ancient tablet from Babylon, dating back to 2000 B.C. This document is a description of a passion play relating to the god Bel. (The same divinity was called
Baal among the ancient Hebrews.)a€ (Pg. 43) He provides a number of 4€ parallels,a€™ then adds, a€ceThis chapter on Bel, the Babylonian Christ, is based on a tablet discovered in the ruins of Babylon by Professor H. Zimmern. The Curator of the Babylonian Section of the British Museum supplied Arthur Findlay with a translation of this document.
This material was discussed by Mr. Findlay in his book, 4€"The Psychic Stream,a€™ and for further details the reader is referred to that work. Mr. Findlay is an authority on psychical research. He was a founder, and a€| Chairman of the International Institute for Psychical Researcha€}a€ (Pg. 46)However, note that Frank Zindler cautions,
d€oeJacksond€| was not an Assyriologista€} he had to rely on secondary or even tertiary sources for his discussion of this most tantalizing topic. More unfortunately, his only source for information concerning the Babylonian passion play is [Findlaya€™s bookl]a€} Now a publication by the Psychic Press is not likely to inspire much confidence on the
part of Atheist scholarsa€! it is unthinkable that Findlay simply made up the story---despite the fact that John G. Jackson appears to be the only other scholar to have examined it in fifty yearsa€| I myself have tried to discover the facts concerning the Babylonian Passion Play. Almost certainly, the a€"Professora€™ a€} was Heinrich Zimmerna€| he
authored a work entitleda€} 4€"The Christ-Myth Controversya€™ a€! Alasa€} I have been unable to obtain any of these rare books, and E-mails to the present curator of the Babylonian Collection a€} have gone unacknowledgeda€}a€ (Pg. xi)Jackson argues, a€eKrishna was the eighth avatar of the Hindu pantheon and is said to have lived about 1200
B.C. The parallels between the life of Krishna, as recorded in the sacred books of India, and of the life of Jesus Christ, as related in the sacred anthology of the Christians, is so close that some scholars have believed that the Christian writers copied their account from the Hindus. This opiniona€!} has little to recommend it; the most we can say is that
both traditions seem to be traceable to a common source.a€ (Pg. 79)He suggests, &€0eGods and heroes born of virgins were quite common in days of old, and the source of most, if not all of the virgin-born, dying and resurrecting gods seems to have been Egypta€| To some readers these opinions may seem farfetched, but I have no doubt of their
validity.a€ (Pg. 109-110)He states, a€eThe Egyptian influence on Orthodox Christianity is far more profound than most people realize. All of us have seen the CHI(X)RHO(P) emblem displayed in many Christian churches, and reputed to be the sacred monogram of Christ. This monogram, originally sacred to Horus, was known in Egypt thousands of
years before the beginning of Christianity. The whole Christian Bible was derived from the sacred books of Egypt, such as: 4€ "The Book of the Dead.a€™ a€"The Pyramid Texts,a€™ and a€ The Books of Thoth.a€™a€ (Pg. 115)He asserts, a€oeThe Mystery Schools of Egypt were the worlda€™ s earliest universities. The wise men of ancient Greece went
to Egypt for their higher education. Among these men were Plato, Thales, Eudoxus, and Pythagoras. Plato studied in the Nile Valley for thirteen years. The metaphysical doctrines now called Platonic were first taught in the sanctuaries of Thebes, Memphis, and Heliopolis long before Plato was born. The literature of the Egyptian mysteries is not
extensive, but there are some surviving fragments which we can study with profit.a€ (Pg. 131)He recounts, a€oeBefore concluding this essay, something should be said about the question of the historicity of Jesus Christ. Orthodox Christians recognize him as a god, Unitarians as a man, and Rationalists as a myth. An English scholar, Herbert Cutner,
wrote an important and informative book: a€"Jesus: God, Man, or Myth?a€™a€| Mr. Cutner, presenting impressive evidence pro and con, finally decided that Jesus was a myth. This may come as a shock to some readers as it did to me when I first came across it in Gerald Masseya€™s lecture on a€"The Historical Jesus and the Mythical Christ.a€™ I
tried to refute Massey, but failed completely. The position taken by the great Egyptologist was found to be impregnable..a€ (Pg. 185)Although I greatly appreciated Jacksona€™s other books---particularly those on African history (e.g., Introduction to African Civilizations, and even his 4€ "Pagan Origins of the Christ Mytha€™), I found this one
disappointing. His sources here are often of questionable scholarship, and there are much better books now available defending the a€”Christ Mytha€™ theory, etc. What listeners say about Christianity Before Christ Average Customer Ratings Overall 4.5 out of 5 stars 4.7 out of 5.0 5 Stars 129 4 Stars 23 3 Stars 4 2 Stars 1 1 Stars 2 Performance 5
out of 5 stars 4.8 out of 5.0 5 Stars 116 4 Stars 19 3 Stars 3 2 Stars 1 1 Stars 0 Story 4.5 out of 5 stars 4.7 out of 5.0 5 Stars 108 4 Stars 23 3 Stars 5 2 Stars 1 1 Stars 2 Alednam A Uonopk 11-29-20 I will listen to this at least thrice. A breath of fresh air, when removing the mental shackles of religion(modern day Christianity) from ones mind. I do not
believe in God, for I know I am a triumvirate of three. Goddess, God & Devil. The world is but a play on the mental hemisphere of the individual($). While Jackson gathered many stories and practices he never actually puts it into a convincing construct. Dates are important yet he list so very few, not allowing the development of a useful timeline. Too
many words, too little glue. Shocked. I am amazed at how good this is today. And yes, I too thought "atheist" meant something much different. Makes leading into this review a bit mire difficult. I was one of those babies raised in the house of Gauwud. Ya that's a good place to start. Il REALLY wanted to believe. Meanwhile the not-so-stupid part of me
was trying to make sense of it all under the fear boot of the church. I never could even begin to move forward until I recognized I had to let go of some things. Getting to that point not so simple either. In my studies of deception detection I had one very useful take-away: It's easy to believe a lie when you want to. Please feel free to rearrangethat
statement in any algebraic way you can. Put like it is, I had to de-program! That ...is ...hard ...and ...very, very scary. I can almost say they can no longer scare me, but with honesty toward scars I CAN say at least, my strings are cut. By now you may be wondering about the actual review. I just spotted this today, downloaded, read, and I will listen
again! GET THIS ONE. LISTEN. There you go. Don't be a puppet and actually listen. Provides great detail and sources for the reasoning behind the book. Don’t let the commonly misconstrued definition of atheism keep you from listening to this. It was truly enlightening Graham Monteleone 10-07-21 When I listened to the sample I was intrigued by
the quote from a church patriarch. He notes how Christianity has always been and Christ is the crux of the that story. Then the author takes this snippet and uses it without context to try and prove that Christianity always was because it took pieces from other world religions. Unfortunately these are also snippets and half truths. Much more research
was needed to write a book like this and ironically the author admits a lack of knowledge by being unable to read important facts in their original language. Must read for those who have questions Definitely learn more than I I thought i would have was a struggle... not sure what I was expecting but this was a book that in the 1st chapter, I could have
explained what they eventually got to at the ending. which I have to say was shocking to actually hear a white person actually say! seemed as if it was trying to avoid the inevitable but. Kutos and Luv really didn't think that would be actually stated. shocked the books rated so high. truth is often told but not accepted or as this book showed is white
washed! much Luv,prayers, blessings, and success I found this listen very interesting and informative. The narrator kept following and well worth the time. As always subjects like this require far more time to evaluate than just hearing the first time. However, I find it well worth the efforts. This book helped me connect the dots on alot of matters
concerning Christ and how we arrived at the distorted erroneous practices of human behavior based on an interpretation. What stood out most was the part that stated that originally Osiris hailed from Ethiopia of which there were two Ethiopian Africans and Ethiopian Asians. Osiris being a king that colonized Egypt which made so much sense. I am
eager to do more research after mulling over the facts and theories! Not sure why I cannot related to those stories. Not sure who wrote this version of Christianity before CHRIST!!! MOST OF THE TIME I READ FOR KNOWLEDGE I FEEL OR IMAGINE THAT DESCRIPTION HOWEVER I COULD NOT CONNECT. MAYBE ITS NOT MY CUP OF MILK!!!
I love this book. It's mind-blowing. I am still struggling to take it all in. Where has this book been all these while? I need to listen to it all over again to let it settle well.
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